SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY

DI STRI CT VB ETHI CS COWM TTEE ; DI STRI CT VB ETHI CS COWM TTEE
Conpl ai nant , E DOCKET NO. VB- 02- 049E
VS.
ANTHONY R ATWELL, ESQ ; DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON
Respondent ; COVPLAI NT

District V-B Ethics Conmttee by way of Conpl ai nt agai nst
Respondent, says:

FACTUAL ALLEGATI ONS

1. Anthony R Atwell, Esq. (“Respondent”), was admtted to the
Bar of the State in 1979.

2. Respondent maintains |aw offices at 1213 dinton Avenue,

I rvington, New Jersey 07111

3. In or around May or June, 1996, Respondent was retained by
Rhynita A. Coram (“Corani) of 1044 East 215 Street, Bronx, New York
10469, to handle the admnistration of the estate of her brother, who
died intestate in March 1996.

4. In or around Septenber of 1996, Respondent assisted M.
Coramin applying for and becom ng adm nistrator of her brother’s
estate. M. Atwell was also retained to |ocate the bank accounts of
Ms. Corami s deceased brother and close out his estate.

5. In the several years since his retention, anong ot her

deficiencies, Respondent failed to take appropriate actions to (1)



| ocate the bank accounts; (2) obtain the nonies fromthe bank accounts
to close out the estate.

6. In addition to the neglect of the handling of the estate,
Respondent failed to communicate with Coram and keep her infornmed of
the status of the matter. He canceled at |east five appointnents on
| ess than 24-hours notice. In addition, Respondent admts that he | ost
the client’s file nore than two years ago, but only told the client
that he had lost the file after the grievance was fil ed.

7. Respondent’s neglect of the admnistration of Corams
brother’s estate has resulted in inpact to the Corans, including, but
not limted to, not being able to close out the sale of a hone that
the famly owns in Saint Croi x. Respondent’s neglect, |ikew se, has
caused significant enotional upset to both Coram and her son, Jeffrey
Cor am

8. On August 29, 2002, Coramfiled an Attorney Ethics Gievance
Form

9. Respondent has admtted the allegations in the Gievance.

FI RST COUNT

10. Conpl ai nant repeats and restates the Factual Allegations as
if set forth herein at |ength.

11. Respondent’s failure to take any action to facilitate the
admnistration of the estate of Coramis brother constitutes a gross
neglect in violation of RP.C. 1.1(a).

WHEREFORE, Respondent shoul d be di sci plined.



SECOND COUNT

12. Conpl ai nant repeats and restates the Factual Allegations and
the allegations contained in the First Count as if set forth herein at
| engt h.

13. Respondent’s failure to take any action to facilitate the
adm nistration of the estate of Coranmis brother constituted | ack of
diligence in violation of RP.C. 1.3.

VWHEREFORE, Respondent shoul d be di sciplined.

THI RD COUNT

14. Conpl ai nant repeats and restates the Factual Allegations and
the allegations contained in the First and Second Counts as if set
forth herein at |ength.

15. Respondent’s failure to keep his client adequately and
accurately informed and pronptly reply to requests for information
constitute a violation of RP.C. 1.4(a).

VWHEREFORE, Respondent shoul d be di sciplined.

DI STRICT VB ETH CS COW TTEE

Dat ed: June 16, 2003 /s/ Thomas P. Scrivo
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