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District XIIl Ethics Commttee by way of conpl aint against the
respondent, says:
GENERAL ALLEGATI ONS
ROBERT J. FORREST (the "Respondent”) was adnitted to the Bar of
this state in 1983. Respondent maintains |aw offices at 141 West End
Ave., Sonerville, Sonerset County, New Jersey.
FI RST COUNT
At all tines relevant to the allegations of this conplaint,
Respondent was enployed by the law firm of Lieberman and Ryan,
Sonerville, New Jersey (the "Law Firm').
Respondent's law firm was retained in March of 1993, by Robert
A. Fenninore and Mary Ann Fenni nore (husband and wife) and filed a
personal injury conplaint on April 5, 1993, entitled Mary Ann
Fenni nore and Robert Fenninore v. Sanuel Zdanovich, Docket No. SOM L-
507-93 (the "Civil Action").
After April 5, 1993 and prior to Decenber 1993, Robert A

Fenni nore di ed.



After April 5, 1993 and prior to Decenber 1993, Mary Ann
Fenni nore advi sed Respondent of Robert A. Fenninore's death.

I n Decenmber of 1993, follow ng Robert A. Fenninore's death,
Respondent served upon Christopher J. Walls, Esq., ("Walls")
uncertified answers to interrogatories entitled "ROBERT A. FENNI MORE' S
ANSVERS TO DEFENDANT' S SAMUEL ZDANOVI CH, MOTOR VEHI CLE
| NTERROGATORI ES" a copy of which is attached as Exhibit "A"
(hereinafter, the "Answers to Interrogatories").

Nei t her the Answers to Interrogatories nor any acconpanyi ng
letter to M. Walls stated that Robert A. Fenninore had died.

On June 8, 1994, Respondent and Mary Ann Fenni nore appeared at
t he Somerset County Courthouse for an arbitration hearing in the Civil
Acti on.

Prior to the arbitration hearing Respondent advised Mary Ann
Fenni nore that she was not to volunteer during her testinony that her
husband had di ed.

VWhen asked by the arbitrator of Robert A Fenninore's absence,
Respondent stated he was "unavail abl e" (See Exhibit "B" attached).

At no time prior to, during or within 30 days follow ng the
arbitration heating did Respondent or Mary Ann Fenni nore advise the
arbitrator, the Court or M. Walls that Robert A. Fenninore had since
di ed.

The arbitrator awarded $6,000.00 to Robert A. Fenninore and

$17,500.00 to Mary Ann Fenni nore.



Fol l owi ng the arbitration, Respondent contacted M. Walls to
expl ore settlenent of the Civil Action, but did not advise M. Walls
of Robert A. Fenninore's death (see Exhibit "C', paragraph 6).

M. Walls wote the Respondent on January 31, 1994 and June 30,
1994, requesting that Respondent namke Robert A. Fenninore avail able
for a nedical exam nation.

Respondent did not reply to either of M. Walls' requests (see
Exhi bit "C', paragraphs 7-9).

M. Walls tel ephoned Respondent on August 3, 1994, requesting
Robert A. Fenninore to undergo a nedi cal exam nation, but Respondent
still did not advise M. Walls of his client's death. (see Exhibit
"C', paragraphs 7-9).

M. Walls noved for an order (which was not opposed or otherw se
replied to by Respondent), conpelling M. Fenninore to appear for a
medi cal exam nati on.

The Order conpelling Robert A. Fenninore to appear for a medical
exam nati on was entered by Judge Katherine R Dupuis on Septenber 9,
1994.

Respondent's failure to disclose Robert A Fenninore's death
during the June 8, 1994 arbitration is a violation of R P.C. 3.3.

Respondent's failure to advise M. Walls of M. Fenninore's death
in response to M. Walls' requests to discover Robert A. Fenninore's
physical condition is a violation of RP.C. 3. 4.

Respondent's failure to tinmely disclose to the arbitrator, the
Court or his adversary that M. Fenninore was deceased is a violation

of R P.C. 8.4.



WHEREFORE, Respondent shoul d be disciplined.

DI STRICT XIII ETHI CS COW TTEE
/sl Donald S. Maurice, Jr., Esq.
DATED: August 28, 1996



Di sposition
On June 11, 1999, the Supreme Court of New Jersey suspended M.
Forrest’s license to practice for a period of six nonths. For further

details, click here.


http://www.cjnj.org/html/sanctions/158NJ428.pdf
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